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Abstract

This study explores the foundations of knowledge production in the Zionist
settler-colonial context, and seeks to explain the settler-colonial approach and
how it’s linked to knowledge production and education. It does so by examining
primary Zionist sources, despite their rarity, as well as available secondary
sources that explore the dialectical relationships between knowledge production
and the Zionist movement. This study thus based on a historical approach and the
method of text analysis by critically examining the writings and speeches of the
most leading Zionist figures, which belong to different camps and come from
different theoretical perspectives. The paper also refers to studies by academic
experts in Zionism, settler-colonialism and higher education, and is based on post-

colonial and settler-colonial theories and frameworks.

While academic and research institutions have had numerous roles and goals in
different colonial regimes, they all worked in the interest of settler-colonialism by
using knowledge in the broader colonial process. The different theoretical lenses
explored by this study highlight the importance of educational and scientific
institutions in the colonial project, in terms of extending the domination of the
colonial state and consolidating its control and colonial authority. In the same
vein, the Zionist settler colonial project has given a lot of importance to the role of
scientific and academic institutions in settler-colonialism. This was especially

evident in the goals behind the establishment of the Hebrew University in



Jerusalem and the overall discussions that took place among the leaders of the

Zionist movement and its different arms.

The Zionist movement was founded in the context of European nationalism and
nation-state, relying heavily on the discourse of modernity, modernization,
science and orientalism. Indeed, this discourse was prevalent in the discourse and
projects of the Zionist movement. Most Zionist leaders and thinkers emphasized
the importance of education and scientific research in different fields, in order to
achieve the goals of Zionism by establishing the “national homeland” and later the
“State of Israel,” while ensuring a prominent status for the “Jewish people”
among all nations. Most primary sources thus show how science, knowledge
production, and the discourse on modernity and modernization, were used to turn
into reality the Zionist dream of building a new Jewish society and producing and

reproducing the new Jew who firmly believes in the ideas of Zionism.

Chaim Weizmann represents the epitome of Zionist leaders and visionaries, who
firmly associate between education and politics in their thoughts, awareness work
and activism. Weizmann had in fact played a pivotal role in linking Zionism to
knowledge production, which was later utilized to achieve Zionist goals.
Weizmann thus played an important role in the development and implementation
of the idea to build a Hebrew University in Jerusalem, since it simply served the
interests and goals of all camps in the Zionist movement that Weizmann had for
long sought to combine under one overarching doctrine, named “Synthesis

Zionism.” It is worth noting that Weizmann mentioned different objectives behind



the establishment of the Hebrew University, and these objectives were all imposed
on the Zionist approach to education and knowledge production, regardless of the
Zionist camp in question. And this approach is still dominant nowadays, as shown

by many studies.

An examination of Weizmann’s speeches and writings demonstrates that he had
two main goals from establishing the Hebrew University. The first goal was
related to the contribution of the university to building the land and transforming
the new Jew into a serious productive worker who would colonize the land and
build the “national homeland.” The second goal was to make the Hebrew
University a major scientific and academic institution that would compete with
European universities. The Hebrew University thus emerged in several important
contexts: Zionist Jewish nationalism; the Jewish cultural renaissance; the
assimilation of religion and its use as a tool in the Zionist project; and settler-
colonialism. It should be noted, however, that the establishment of the Hebrew
University went through several stages that were characterized by major
differences and disagreements between the different Zionist camps and the main
founders and leaders of the university. Most disagreements were related to the
issue of whether the university should be independent or not from the Zionist
project. As this study shows, the final decision was taken in favor of associating

the university with the Zionist project.



I have tried to remain neutral as much as possible, but neutrality remains relative,
especially when the researcher is a Palestinian student living under imposed

Zionist settler-colonialism in his daily-life.
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